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When Cow gets her hooves on the
farmer’s car, she takes it for a wild
ride through the countryside, only
to face a not-too-pleased farmer
when she returns. The highs and
lows of Cow’s epic adventure are
told using variations on only one
word: Moo! 

Summary

Teaching Guide for

Praise for Moo!
     “This book is bold, original, and funny, and should be part of
every picture-book collection."
  - School Library Journal (Starred Review) 

“An utterly fun moo-aloud"
  - Publishers Weekly

“A delightful visual adventure"
  - Booklist



Sharing the book with your students
Moo! is meant to be read out loud with plenty of expression. Have fun!
As you read the book, students may wish to join in with the moos.
Point out how the punctuation and size of type give clues as to how each
“moo” should be read.

The book provides many opportunities for making predictions and inferences.
Ask you students to predict what might happen next when:

 - the cow first notices the “For Sale” sign
 - she starts driving away
 - she sees the “danger” sign
 - she lands on the police car
 - she bumps into the farmer when she returns home

After reading the last page, ask students why they think the cow is pointing
to the sheep and saying “Baaaaa!”  What do they think will happen next?

Show the author and illustrator bios on the book’s back flap. Even though they
are written mostly in “cow,” can your students decipher what they might be
saying about David and Mike? 

Visual literacy
Visual literacy is the use of images to convey meaning. Learning to become visually
literate is an important skill in deciphering the various types of information we
encounter, from graphs to maps to comic books.

Try reading Moo! again but without showing the illustrations. Ask your students if
the story makes sense only hearing the words. Explain that this book uses many
different visual techniques, besides the word “moo,” to convey the meaning of
the story.

Compare the picture of the cow on the first page to the picture of the cow covering
her eyes. The text on each page is the same, “moo,” but how has the illustrator
communicated a sense of peacefulness on one page and a sense of danger
on the other? (The cow is smiling on the first page, there are peaceful details such
as flowers and fluffy clouds, the color choices are soft. In the second example the
illustrator has focused on a close-up of the cow’s face, the background is red, the
word “moo” is so large it extends off the page and includes an exclamation point,
the composition is angled, there are speed lines coming from the cow and car.)

Ask your students if they were going to draw the cow looking sleepy, how would
they communicate this visually? How would the cow’s face look?
How would her body look? What details would they include
in the scene? What colors would they use? How would
they make the word “moo” look?










